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RISE Placement Test Practice Test 

English Tiers 1 and 2 

Overview 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SOKTcpa1PtPlyTgZBvTc6N3lj-WXI2yybIc8IAWlTdE/edit
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5. Fill in the blanks with the correct verbs. 
 

The mother robin __________ on the nest and __________ the eggs until they hatched.   
 

a. sat, warmed 
b. sits, warming 
c. sitting, warmed 
d. will sit, warmed 

 
6. Which of the following verbs uses the future tense? 
 

a. Puppies bark constantly until they are fed. 
b. Puppies will bark loudly for their mother. 
c. The puppies barked at the children on the playground. 
d. A puppy barks for attention, and owners respond. 

 
7. Which of the following uses parallel structure? 
 

a. The setting for the engagement was perfect with flickering candles, playing the soft music, and 
the sparkling ring. 

b. The setting for the engagement was perfect with lighting the candles, playing soft music, and 
the sparkling ring. 

c. The setting for the engagement was perfect with flickering candles, soft music, and the 
sparkling ring. 

d.  The setting for the engagement was perfect with flickering candles, soft music to play, and the 
sparkling ring. 

 
8. Which of the following uses an adverb for extra detail in the sentence? 
 

a. The neat stacks of textbooks were arranged across the desk.   
b. The stacks of textbooks were arranged neatly across the desk.  
c. The stacks of textbooks were across the floor and under the desk. 
d. The neat stacks of textbooks were on the floor. 

 
9. Which of the following is an appropriate use for the second person pronoun you?  
 

a. A news article about a football game 
b. An essay for a Psychology class about memory 
c. A personal story about a family vacation 
d. An advice email from an academic adviser to a student 
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performers throughout a song.  At a jazz club quiet talk is usually permissible, and audience members 
are expected to clap not only at the end of a piece but also after a particularly moving solo is played by 
one of the performers. 
 
Music: Its Language, History and Culture  
Ray Allen, et al 
This passage was reproduced under the CC BY-NC-SA 3.0. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/3.0 
 
Which of the following best describes the highlighted sentence? 
 

a. It is the main idea of the paragraph. 
b. It is a major detail. 
c. It is a minor detail. 
d. It is a purpose sentence.  

 
21. Read the following passage.  Answer the question below. 
 
The relationship between the performers and audience members is highly dependent on the social 
setting in which a particular musical event takes place.  The rules that govern proper performance will 
vary from setting to setting, and from culture to culture.  In the western concert tradition, for example, 
the performers sit on a raised presidium stage which provides a spatial separation between them and 
their audience.  Audience members are expected to sit in silent contemplation during the 
performance (cell phones off please!), clapping only when the conductor walks on stage at the end of 
a piece and at the end of the concert (not in-between movements or after solos, except at the opera 
where applause and shouts of bravo, brava, and bravi are customary expressions of approval).  At an 
African American gospel service, in contrast, the singers may leave the stage and walk/run/dance out 
among audience members who are expected to clap, stamp, and shout encouragement to the 
performers throughout a song.  At a jazz club quiet talk is usually permissible, and audience members 
are expected to clap not only at the end of a piece but also after a particularly moving solo is played by 
one of the performers. 
 
Music: Its Language, History and Culture  
Ray Allen, et al 
This passage was reproduced under the CC BY-NC-
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22. Read the following passage.  Answer the question below. 
 
The relationship between the performers and audience members is highly dependent on the social 
setting in which a particular musical event takes place.  The rules that govern proper performance will 
vary from setting to setting, and from culture to culture.  In the western concert tradition, for example, 
the performers sit on a raised presidium stage which provides a spatial separation between them and 
their audience.  Audience members are expected to sit in silent contemplation during the performance 
(cell phones off please!), clapping only when the conductor walks on stage at the end of a piece and at 
the end of the concert (not in-between movements or after solos, except at the opera where applause 
and shouts of bravo, brava, and bravi are customary expressions of approval).  At an African American 
gospel service, in contrast, the singers may leave the stage and walk/run/dance out among audience 
members who are expected to clap, stamp, and shout encouragement to the performers throughout a 
song.  At a jazz club quiet talk is usually permissible, and audience members are expected to clap not 
only at the end of a piece but also after a particularly moving solo is played by one of the performers. 
 
Music: Its Language, History and Culture  
Ray Allen, et al 
This passage was reproduced under the CC BY-NC-SA 3.0. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/3.0 
 
Which of the following best describes the intended audience? 
 

a. etwee-3(p)a1
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Music: Its Language, History and Culture  
Ray Allen, et al 
This passage was reproduced under the CC BY-NC-SA 3.0. https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
sa/3.0 
 

a. For example, another 
b. Secondly, also 
c. Then, next 
d. Consequently, for example 

 
28. Which of the following choices is the best way to revise the sentence fragment below? 
 

Because the star player was injured and unable to finish the game 
 

a. Because the star player was injured and unable to finish the game. 
b. Because the star player was injured, and unable to finish the game. 
c. Because the star player was injured and unable to finish the game, the team played harder.   
d.  The star player, injured and unable to finish the game, played harder. 

 
29. Which of the following is the best example of a fact? 
 

a. Chef Romano demonstrated the cooking technique for the cooking class using a whisk and a 
stainless steel bowl. 

b. 
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Tier 1 Answers and Explanations 
 

Question 
Number 

Correct 
Answer 

Explanation 

1 c During the storm, many of the trees in our yard fell over or experienced 
damage. 

¶ A subject tells what the sentence is about. 

¶ D�}�v�[�š���Œ�µ�•�Z���š�}�����Z�}�}�•�����i�µ�•�š�����v�Ç���v�}�µ�v�����•���š�Z�����•�µ���i�����š. 

¶ Nouns can also be objects in prepositional phrases. 

¶ In this sentence, storm, trees, and yard are all part of prepositional 
phrases. 

¶ Extra Practice:  
o https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/parts-of-

speech-the-preposition-and-the-conjunction/types-of-
prepositions-and-phrases/e/prepositional-phrases 

o https://arts.uottawa.ca/writingcentre/en/hypergrammar/the-
parts-of-speech/review-parts-of-speech 

 

2 a Along the path and beyond the stream, several hikers enjoyed their picnic 
lunch. 

¶ Introductory phrases are little extra pieces of information. 

¶ Commas should separate introductory pieces and a complete sentence. 

¶ Read the sentence without the introductory phrase, and it should be 
complete. 

¶ D�}�v�[�š�����•�•�µ�u�������À���Œ�Ç���^���v���_���v�������•���������}�u�u��. 

¶ More information: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/punctuation/commas/ind
ex.html 

 

3 d The moon was situated behind some clouds, every star was visible and shining 
with brilliance.   

¶ A comma splice is a mistake with 2 complete sentences put together 
incorrectly.  A comma will be in the middle, and the FANBOY will be 
missing. 

¶ Look for 2 complete sentences with subjects and verbs
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o https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/grammar/parts-of-
speech-the-modifier/introduction-to-
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¶ This sentence refers to a medical situation and sickness.  There is 
nothing in the sentence that fits with files, an investigation, or an 
argument.   

¶ Extra Practice: 
o https://www.mdc.edu/kendall/collegeprep/documents2/conte

xt%20cluesrev8192.pdf 
o http://www.tv411.org/reading/understanding-what-you-

read/using-context-clues/activity/1/1 
 

15 

 �x 
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19 d ¶ Passages in first-�‰���Œ�•�}�v���µ�•�����^�/�_�X 

¶ Passages in first-person tell us directly what someone saw, 
experienced, or thought about. 

 

20 b ¶ A main idea expresses the one focused point for the entire paragraph. 

¶ A major detail directly explains or names something about the main 
idea. 

¶ A minor detail is a very specific piece of information about one of the 
major details. 

¶ This sentence names a culture and setting (Western concert) as the 
first detail of the paragraph. 

 
21 c ¶ A main idea expresses the one focused point for the entire paragraph. 

¶ A major detail directly explains or names something about the main 
idea. 

¶ A minor detail is a very specific piece of information about one of the 
major details. 

¶ This sentence gives more specific information or further explains the 
major detail that comes directly before it. 

 

22 a ¶ An intended audience is who the author expects to read the passage or 
who the author is writing for (even though a passage can be read by 
anyone who chooses to read it).  An author will make deliberate 
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24 c ¶ A hook is something specific an author does in an introduction to 
attract the reader or make them want to read the entire passage.   

¶ There are a number of strategies for hooking the reader: telling a story 
(anecdote), sharing a quote, asking a rhetorical question, sharing a 
surprising fact, or using an example from pop culture. 

¶ The reference to sitcoms is a pop culture reference.  The other example 
in bold is a rhetorical question (question that makes you think or 
reflect). 

¶ A summary is a shortened retelling of something. 

¶ More Information: 
o https://www.academicwritingsuccess.com/7-sensational-essay-
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27 a ¶ Transition words are used to organize a paragraph or a passage.  This 
organization helps the reader �(�}�o�o�}�Á���š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���]�������•�����v�����•�Z�}�Á�•���Z�}�Á��
ideas connect to each other.  Some transition words help the reader 
navigate from idea to another. 

¶ For example indicates the author wants to show the reader a specific 
way that audience members might do more than sit and listen.  The 
word another shows the reader the author is providing a list. 

¶ More information 
o https://www.smart-words.org/linking-
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Tier 2 Practice Test Questions 
 
1. Which of the following words best fits in the sentence? 

 
The _______________ for the new office building was too small, so the company decided to ask 
the realtor to find another location.   
 

a. Sight 
b. Cite 
c. Site 
d. Cight 

 
2. Which of the following words best fits in the sentence? 

 
The mother gently explained to the children that _____________ dreams would not hurt them, 
so they could all go back to bed. 

 
a. Their 
b. �d�Z���Ç�[�Œ�� 
c. There 
d. None of the above 

 
3. What does the author mean by malady in the following sentence?  
 

No one wanted the dog in the last pen because she had a visible malady that made owners fear 
the medical bills would be extensive. 

 
a. Unwelcoming behavior 
b. Warm and friendly disposition 
c. Loud bark 
d. Chronic disease or disorder 

 
4. In the following sentence, which word signifies a cause and effect relationship? 

 
Previously the number of students on Franklin Street in Chapel Hill on Halloween night has 
been immense; consequently, local law enforcement has increased its presence to monitor the 
situation.   

 
a. Immense 
b. Increased 
c. Consequently 
d. Previously 
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10. Which of the following describes or names a credible source? 
 

a. an article from aspca.org (website for organization known as American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) 

b. an article called �^�����^�š�µ���Ç���}�(���^�š�µ�����v�š���Z���•�‰�}�v�•���•���š�}���K�v�o�]�v�����>�����Œ�v�]�v�P�_���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z����Journal of Distance 
Learning and Education 

c. an article that researched undiagnosed cases of posttraumatic stress disorder in veterans of 
World War II that listed 10 cited sources 

d. All of the above 
 
11. Which of the following is a reason to use a direct quote instead of paraphrasing? 
 

a. Because the source is listed on the Works Cited page 
b. Because the quote will �����š�š���Œ���•�Z�}�Á���š�Z�����u�����v�]�v�P�(�µ�o���o���v�P�µ���P�����}�(���š�Z�����‹�µ�}�š���[�•�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ 
c. Because the author requires that only direct quotes be used 
d. ���������µ�•���������‰�Œ�}�(���•�•�}�Œ�����}���•�v�[�š���o�]�l�����‰���Œ���‰�Z�Œ���•�]�v�P 

 
12. Which of the following examples below is the best paraphrase of the original sentence? 
 

Deon shared highlights from his trip to Europe by passing around pictures, telling stories, and 
displaying souvenirs. 

 
a. �����}�v�[�•�����v�������}�š���•�U���‰�Z�}�š�}�P�Œ���‰�Z�•�U�����v�����š�Œ�]�v�l���š�•���š�}�o�����µ�•�������}�µ�š���Z�]�•�����µ�Œ�}�‰�����v���š�Œ�]�‰�X 
b. Deon told us he went to Europe. 
c. It is important to take pictures and buy souvenirs when you take a trip to Europe.  
d. Deon wanted all of us to listen while he talked about his trip to Europe, and he was upset when 

�Á�������]���v�[�š���o�}�}�l�����š�����o�o���}�(���Z�]�•���‰�]���š�µ�Œ���•�X 
 
13. Which sentence uses capitalization correctly? 
 

a. ���Œ�]�v�[�•�����•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š���(�}�Œ���]�v�š���Œ�]�}�Œ�������•�]�P�v���í�ì�í���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�������š�Z���š���•�Z�����P�}���š�}���š�Z�����]�l�������•�š�}�Œ�����i�µ�•�š���•�}�µ�š�Z���}�(��
Main Street and pick out office furniture for the local Red Cross office. 

b. ���Œ�]�v�[�•�����•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š���(�}�Œ���]�v�š���Œ�]�}�Œ�������•�]�P�v���í�ì�í���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�������š�Z���š���^�Z�����P�}���š�}���š�Z�����/�l�������•�š�}�Œ�����i�µ�•�š���•outh of 
Main Street and pick out Office furniture for the local Red Cross office. 

c. ���Œ�]�v�[�•�����•�•�]�P�v�u���v�š���(�}�Œ���/�v�š���Œ�]�}�Œ�������•�]�P�v���í�ì�í���Œ���‹�µ�]�Œ�������š�Z���š���^�Z�����P�}���š�}���š�Z�����/�l�������•�š�}�Œ�����i�µ�•�š���^�}�µ�š�Z���}�(��
main Street and pick out office furniture for the local red cross office. 

d. ���Œ�]�v�[
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14. Which sentence punctuates the titles correctly? 
 

a. �/���(�}�µ�v�����P�}�}�����u���š���Œ�]���o���(�}�Œ���u�Ç���^�W�•�Ç���Z�}�o�}�P�Ç���W���‰���Œ�_���]�v��Voices from Inside: A Study of International 
Feminism�V���/���‰�o���v���š�}���µ�•�������Æ�����Œ�‰�š�•���(�Œ�}�u���^�Z���o�]�������}�}�l�[�•�����•�•���Ç��Mighty Woman that I found in 
Chapter 14 (Women Speak Out) of that book. 

b. I found good material for my psychology paper in Voices from Inside: A Study of International 
Feminism�V���/���‰�o���v���š�}���µ�•�������Æ�����Œ�‰�š�•���(�Œ�}�u���^�Z���o�]�������}�}�l�[�•�����•�•���Ç���^�D�]�P�Z�š�Ç���t�}�u���v�_���š�Z���š���/���(�}�µ�v�����]�v��
Chapter 14 �t � �̂t�}�u���v���^�‰�����l���K�µ�š�_ - of that book.  

c. �/���(�}�µ�v�����P�}�}�����u���š���Œ�]���o���(�}�Œ���u�Ç���‰�•�Ç���Z�}�o�}�P�Ç���‰���‰���Œ���]�v���^�s�}�]����s from Inside: A Study of International 
�&���u�]�v�]�•�u�_�V���/���‰�o���v���š�}���µ�•�������Æ�����Œ�‰�š�•���(�Œ�}�u���^�Z���o�]�������}�}�l�[�•�����•�•���Ç���^�D�]�P�Z�š�Ç���t�}�u���v�_���š�Z���š���/���(�}�µ�v�����]�v��
Chapter 14 (Women Speak Out) of that book. 

d. I found good material for my psychology paper in Voices from Inside: A Study of International 
�&���u�]�v�]�•�u�V���/���‰�o���v���š�}���µ�•�������Æ�����Œ�‰�š�•���(�Œ�}�u���^�Z���o�]�������}�}�l�[�•�����•�•���Ç��� M̂ighty Woman�_ that I found in 
� Ĉhapter 14 - Women Speak Out - of that book. 

 
15. Which of the following is the best example of an explanatory thesis statement? 
 

a. While both formula and breast milk both offer nutritional benefits to infants, breast milk is 
safer for babies. 

b. While the use of formula and breast milk both present challenges when feeding infants, both 
options provide nutritional benefits to babies. 

c. New mothers should only use formula from reputable companies when feeding their infants. 
d. Breast feeding an infant is a very natural process with lasting benefits, and mothers should not 

consider formula for several reasons. 
 
16. Which of the following is the best example of an evaluative thesis statement? 
 

a. 



 23 

 A. Caring for infant 
 B. Caring for elder 
IV. Supplemental care outside the home 
 A. Caring for infant 
 B. Caring for elder 
V. Conclusion 

 
Based on this outline, what kind 
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encoura�P�����š�������Z���Œ�•���š�}���µ�•�����]�v�•�����š�•���]�v���š�Z���]�Œ�����o���•�•�Œ�}�}�u�•���]�•���š�Z���š���Á���[�À�����}���•���Œ�À�������š�Z���š���]�v�š���Œ�����š�]�v�P���Á�]�š�Z��
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Tier 2 Answers and Explanations 
 

Question 
Number 

Correct 
Answer 

Explanation 

1 c ¶ A homophone is two words that sound very similar but have very 
different meanings. 

¶ Sight has to do with vision or the eyes. 

¶ ���]�š�����]�v�À�}�o�À���•���P�]�À�]�v�P�����Œ�����]�š���š�}�������•�}�µ�Œ�������Á�Z���v���Á�Œ�]�š�]�v�P���~���v�}�š�Z���Œ���‰���Œ�•�}�v�[�•��
work). 

¶ Site is the location for building something, or it can also be a 

work).
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5 a ¶ Passive voice means the subject is acted upon in the sentence (the 
toddler acted upon the cookies and ate them). 

¶ In the other choices, the subject is directly taking an action, and this is 
considered active voice. 

¶ More information:  
o https://www.grammarly.com/blog/active-vs-passive-voice/ 

 

6 d ¶ Active voice means the subject is taking direct action in the sentence 
(versus being acted upon).   

¶ In the other choices, the subject is being acted upon, and this is 
considered passive voice. 

¶ More information:  
o https://www.grammarly.com/blog/active-vs-passive-voice/ 

 

7 c ¶ An attributive phrase is used to signal or give credit to the speaker or 
original author. 

¶ �^�^�‰�����]�(�]�����_���P�]�À���•�����Œ�����]�š���š�}���š�Z�����•�‰eaker, Lennon, with an active verb. 

¶ �d�Z�����}�š�Z���Œ�����v�•�Á���Œ�����Z�}�]�����•�����}�v�[�š���Z���À���������‰�Z�Œ���•�����š�Z���š���P�]�À���•�����Œ�����]�š���š�}�����v��
author using an active verb. 

¶ More Information: 
o https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csu-fyw-

rhetoric/chapter/apa-signal-phrases/ 
 

8 a ¶ An in-text citation is the brief information inside a paper that gives 
credit to the original source on the Works Cited page.   

¶ The in-text citation should include the name of the author and a page 
�v�µ�u�����Œ���]�v���‰���Œ���v�š�Z���•���•�X�����/�(���š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���v���u�����]�•���µ�•���������•���‰��rt of an 
attributive phrase, only the page number needs to be listed. 

¶ ���Z�}�]�������������µ�‰�o�]�����š���•���š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���v���u���U���•�}���]�š���]�•���v�}�š�����}�Œ�Œ�����š�X 

¶ More information: 
o https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/

mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_in_text_citations_the_b
asics.html 

 

9 b ¶ An opinion disguised as a fact feels or seems like a fact.  Careful reading 
will reveal the statement is an opinion. 

¶ In this case the adverb sarcastically describes how the President 
answered.  This shows a personal perspective and characterizes the 
manner in which the answer was presented. 

¶ The other answer choices are straightforward without further 
characterization or perspective. 
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10 d ¶ When using sources for academic tasks, it is important to choose things 
that are credible or worthy of trust. 

¶ A source is considered credible or believable by academic standards 
based on where it was published, the sources cited, its scholarly 
purpose, or the website domain (.org, .edu, .gov).  

 

11 b ¶ Paraphrasing means to express something with different words or your 
own words.  The original intent and message of the author are 
maintained.  

¶ A writer might choose to paraphrase versus quoting directly to make 
�•�}�u���š�Z�]�v�P���•�Z�}�Œ�š���Œ�U���š�}�������u�}�v�•�š�Œ���š�����š�Z�����Œ���•�����Œ���Z���Œ�[�•�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š�Ç�U���}�Œ���š�}��
use and keep the original language.  

¶ More Information: 
o https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/evidence/p

araphrase/examples 
 

12 a ¶ Paraphrasing means to express something with different words or your 
own words.  The original intent and message of the author are 
maintained.  

¶ The oth���Œ�����Z�}�]�����•�����}�v�[�š���(�µ�o�o�Ç�������‰�š�µ�Œ�����š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o�����}�v�š���v�š�U���}�Œ��
�š�Z���Ç�����Z���v�P�����š�Z�������µ�š�Z�}�Œ�[�•���}�Œ�]�P�]�v���o���u���•�•���P���X 

¶ More Information: 
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/evidence/paraphr
ase/examples 

 

13 d ¶ The Rules of English require capitalization for proper nouns (ex. names, 
titles) and specific instances including: the name of a building, the 
name of an organization, directional positions, the name of a company, 
a brand name, an academic course, and a religion.   

¶ Extra Practice: 
o https://virtualwritingtutor.com/practice/capitalization_correct.

htm 

¶ More Information: 
o https://webapps.towson.edu/ows/capitalization_rules.htm 

 

14 b ¶ 

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/evidence/paraphrase/examples
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/evidence/paraphrase/examples
https://virtualwritingtutor.com/practice/capitalization_correct.htm
https://virtualwritingtutor.com/practice/capitalization_correct.htm
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15 b ¶ An explanatory thesis compares two things focusing on their 
similarities and differences without expressing an opinion.  This kind of 
thesis is generally used in expository writing (essay that gives 
information or explains).  

¶ Choices A, C, and D all take a side or express an opinion 
 

16 a ¶ An evaluative thesis takes a side or makes a judgment that one thing is 
better than another.  An evaluative thesis requires some comparing but 
also a claim of which thing is better than the other.   

¶ Choice A is the only choice that makes a choice or states one thing is 
better than another.   

 

17 d ¶ A point-by-point comparison is one way to compare and contrast two 
things.  Point-by-point allows a writer to discuss aspects about the two 
things one at a time.  Each aspect is discussed for each subject, and it is 
explained what is similar or different between the two subjects about 
that particular aspect.   

¶ In the outline example the two things or subjects are infant care and 
elder care.  These two things are compared and contrasted using 
different points or aspects (ex. feelings of caregiver, caring for physical 
needs, and supplemental care outside the home) 

 

18 c ¶ A subject-by-subject comparison is one way to compare and contrast 
two things.  Subject-by-subject means a writer has chosen to focus on 
one subject at a time per paragraph or section of the paper.  In one 
section the first subject will be discussed thoroughly covering and 
explaining each aspect or point that will also be discussed in the next 
paragraph or section about the second subject.   

¶ In the rough draft example described the writer talks about one subject 
(infant care) by covering all of the aspects or points that will also be 
discussed in the next paragraph on elder care.  

 

19 c ¶ A parenthetical expression is a word or phrase that adds a little 
something extra to a sentence.  The sentence can exist without the 
expression, and sometimes the expression �Á�]�o�o�����À���v���^�]�v�š���Œ�Œ�µ�‰�š�_���š�Z����
sentence. 

¶ ���Z�}�]�����������]�•���š�Z�����}�v�o�Ç���•���v�š���v�������š�Z���š���Z���•�����v�����o���u���v�š���š�Z���š���^�]�v�š���Œ�Œ�µ�‰�š�•�_�U��
���v�����š�Z�����‰�]���������}�(���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���]�•�v�[�š�����•�•���v�š�]���o���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����•���v�š���v�����X���� 

¶ More information: 
o https://www.englishclub.com/grammar/sentence/parenthetica

l-expression.htm 
 

https://www.englishclub.com/grammar/sentence/parenthetical-expression.htm
https://www.englishclub.com/grammar/sentence/parenthetical-expression.htm
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20 b ¶ The theme of a text is the overall basic meaning behind the text.  When 
reading multiple passages for a research project, it is important to be 
able to find the common themes, so sources can be used together as 


